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Bentz, Felix P. Exploring My Life: 1he Memoirs of Felix P. Bentz. Published by the
Author, 1996.

In his foreword, Felix P. Bentz explains that the impetus for writing his memoirs
came from the receipt of a similar effort by a colleague in the oil business. As an
international oil geologist, Bentz had the opportunity to realize his dream of traveling the
world. Added as a postscript but perhaps more effective as a prologue is his credo
written at the age of 30 and the beginning of his career. Bentz states his goal to live a
full life roaming the globe and using his gifts to reproduce his thoughts, impressions and
experiences while avoiding ignorance, intolerance and complacency.
The life experience of Felix Bentz could also be read as an early forerunner of
the new information worker; the new elites that transcend national and cultural
boundaries as employees of multinational corporations. Born into a solid, respectable and
comfortable family, Bentz learned early the importance of ties through family, education
and nationality. Bentz also uses his language skills and training in geology to realize his
dream of a career that involves international travel.
Bentz offers a chronological and impressionistic account of his life beginning with
an extensive family tree and fond memories of the richness of tradition he experienced
while growing up in Switzerland. Whether as a sign of the times or evocative of the
world of the new information worker is the contrast with the lives of his children who
experience many moves and less intensive contact with family members but also
experience a more cosmopolitan lifestyle.
Bentz begins his odyssey in Dallas, Texas where we get a glimpse of the life of
a new type of guest worker--the elite .knowledge worker and the ups and downs of
establishing oneself in a foreign country with a growing young family. Bentz then tells
of his years abroad working in Turkey for Mobil and the toil it took on his family's
health.

This is followed by employment with Midmar, a company involved with

mapping potential areas for offshore drilling.
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This affords Bentz the opportunity to see the world and he makes the most of his
free time with energetic ·sightseeing in exotic places such as the East Indies, the South
Pacific, Egypt, Kuwait and China.

While his touring is efficient and displays a

commendable curiosity, his lack of time leads him to apply W estem values as universals
in his descriptions of other cultures. More fascinating is the world of the expatriates and
their community.
Bentz shows us his evolution from a specific Swiss culture to the expatriate
culture which appears to be a hybrid of American mass culture. Gradually, he feels more
at home with other expatriates, even in Switzerland! Bentz writes of the tightly-knit
expatriate and specifically oil community and the ways in which its members assist each
other.
Throughout the book, Bentz's love for geology and exploration shines.

His

eagerness to share his interest with others is evident from his early slide shows in
Midland, Texas to his demand as a lecturer in Tucson, upon his retirement. His wife,
Beatrice, also receives much satisfaction in the gratitude she receives from her "little
Yaqui friends" through her work with both the Primavera Shelter and St. Philips.
While written as a personal account for family and friends, the historian can see
this already as a primary document useful for a variety of research topics. Just as most
travelers' stories tell you more about the traveler than the landscape, an autobiography
can reveal much about the priorities, concerns and values of the writer. The life of Felix
Bentz is also about the lives and experiences of the new international knowledge workers
and how their lives and their families are transformed by their employment.

Chalice Wilkerson, Ph.D. Candidate,
University of Illinois at Chicago
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